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St.  Teresa  of  Avila 


Through  the  generosity  of  Ms.  Dorothy  Jane  Hake,  a new 

30”  x 40”  picture-icon  of  St.  Teresa  of  Avila  has  been  purchased 
for  the  college  with  the  assistance  of  Father  Daniel  Torson, 
CPPS.  Consulting  and  framing  of  the  icon  was  donated  by  Tim 
Ward  of  Ward  & Ward  Custom  Picture  Framing.  The  art  piece  is 
now  located  on  the  south  wall  of  the  chapel  foyer.  This  is  a 
new  “must  see”  for  everyone  visiting  Avila  College. 


Letter  from  the  President 

Welcome  to  the  second 
edition  of  our  newly  revised 
Accent  on  Avila. 

As  I’m  sure  you  are  aware, 
every  Accent  we  bring  you  will 
have  something  special  to  offer. 
That  may  be  an  update  on 
someone  close  to  you  in  the 
Alumni  News  section,  or  it  could 
be  a feature  story  on  a new 
program  we  have  to  offer,  or 
perhaps  it  is  a date  for  an  up- 
coming event  you  may  want  to 
attend. 

I'd  like  to  focus  your 
attention  on  an  exciting  element 
of  our  Accent  magazine  for  this 
edition  — our  progress  to  date 
on  Pathways:  The  Campaign  for 
Avila  College.  We’ve  been 
working  hard  on  building  and 
increasing  the  reach  of  the 
campaign  for  some  time  now. 
Now  we  can  share  our 
successes,  and  ask  for  your 
continued  support.  With  this 
S8, 000, 000  campaign,  and  with 
your  support,  we  will  keep  Avila 
a leader  in  the  academic 
community  well  into  the  next 
millennium. 

I’m  sure  you  will  enjoy  all 
aspects  of  this  magazine,  almost 
as  much  as  you  have  enjoyed 
the  time  you  spent  as  a student 
or  long-time  friend  of  Avila. 
May  God  bless  you. 


Sincerely, 

1/ 

- • 'oa^tV 
^ \ / 


P ath  way  s 

The  Campaign  for  Avila  College 

In  1994,  Avila  College  completed  the  Avila  2000  capital  campaign. 
The  campaign  was  completed  one  year  ahead  of  schedule  and 
exceeded  campaign  goals.  Upon  completion  of  the  Avila  2000 
campaign,  the  Advancement  Department  began  to  initiate  plans  for 
Avila’s  current  campaign,  Pathways:  The  Campaign  for  Avila  College. 

In  the  next  few  pages,  Avila  is  proud  to  tell  the  on-going  story  of 
our  new  campaign  — and  we  invite  you  to  respond  to  our  alumni 
challenge.  Our  campaign  is  the  result  of  countless  volunteer  and  staff 
hours  of  hard  work  and  dedication,  and  it  is  also  the  result  of  a 
commitment  by  our  friends  and  donors  to  support  Catholic  higher 
education. 

Leadership 

Avila  is  honored  to  have  Marion  and  Henry  Bloch  in  the  honorary 
leadership  positions  of  the  campaign.  Their  choice  was  obvious  with 
Henry  Bloch’s  honorary  degree  in  1977  from  Avila,  and  Marion’s 
endowed  scholarship  — not  to  mention  their  friendship  with,  years  of 
service  to,  and  support  of  the  college. 

The  campaign  is  also  fortunate  to  have  Michael  Morrissey  and  Tom 
Sanders  as  campaign  chairman  and  vice  chairman.  Their  service  on 
the  Board  of  Trustees  as  Chairman  and  Vice  Chairman,  respectively,  as 
well  as  their  integrity  in  the  community,  has  made  them  the  natural 
choices  for  these  positions. 

The  following  listing  of  campaign  leadership  reflects  the 
extraordinary  calibre  of  individuals  which  the  college  was  able  to 
enlist  for  this  ambitious  effort. 

The  structure  of  the  campaign  leadership  is  built  around  the  idea 
that  the  campaign  will  be  an  Advancement-staffed  campaign.  Through 
this  blueprint,  the  Advancement  staff  will  act  as  liaisons  between  the 
divisions  of  faculty,  staff,  and  community  volunteers. 


Campaign  Leadership 

I.  Honorary  Chairpersons:  Marion  and  Henry  Bloch 

II.  Campaign  Chairpersons:  Michael  Morrissey,  Tom  Sanders 

III.  Board  of  Trustees  Chairperson:  Tom  Sanders 

IV.  Board  of  Counselors  Chairperson:  Frank  Toplikar 

V.  Faculty  and  Staff  Chairpersons:  Carol  Frevert,  Dr.  Fred  Geer 

VI.  Alumni  Chairpersons:  Sr.  Barbara  Moore,  Ph.D.  ‘62, 

Anne  Smith  Fritzlen  ‘53,  Jim  Huber,  Jr.  ‘93,  ‘95 

VII.  Friends  Chairperson:  Mary  Ann  Hale 

VIII.  Corporations  Chairperson:  Barbara  Pendleton, 

Bob  Spence  77 

IX.  Foundations  Chairperson:  Bill  Dunn,  Jr. 


Dr.  Larry  Kramer 
Avila  College  President 
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Where  Does  The  Path  Lead? 

The  goals  that  have  been  established  for  the  campaign  address  the  needs  Avila  has  recognized  to  help  create 
the  best  pathway  to  success  for  our  students. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  some  elements  of  these  goals  have  already  been  realized,  and  our  faculty,  staff, 
and  students  are  already  benefiting  from  this  campaign.  We  are  currently  enjoying  the  rewards  of  (among 
others)  the  extensive  Local  Area  Network  (LAN),  as  well  as  administrative  software,  and  academic  interactive 
video.  And  thanks  to  a grant  from  the  Missouri  Higher  Education  Loan  Authority,  students  and  the  Kansas  City 
community  are  able  to  utilize  a computer  career  resource  learning  center  in  the  Hooley-Bundschu  Library. 

However,  many  of  these  goals  have  yet  to  be  realized.  With  advanced  funding  from  Avila’s  alumni,  friends, 
and  benefactors,  we  have  set  our  campaign  goal  at  $8,000,000.  With  this  amount  of  generous  gifting,  we  have 
outlined  several  projects.  They  are: 


Campaign  Goals 

The  college  has  identified  the  following  five  areas  which  have  immediate  need. 

(figures  as  of  May  1,  1998) 


CAMPUS  RENEWAL 

Goal  = $2,600,000  Current  Status  = $2,494,429 

Renovation  / New  Construction 
O’Rielly  Hall 

O'Rielly  Hall  has  served  the  needs  of  the 
college  well  over  the  years.  The  plan  for 
O'Rielly  is  to  renovate  the  science  prep 
areas,  redesign  the  laboratories  and  faculty 
offices,  and  drastically  improve  the 
computer  facilities. 

Schlumpberger  Maintenance  Building 

In  order  to  free  up  space  in  academic  areas 
which  is  currently  being  used  for  storage  of 
maintenance  supplies  and  equipment,  it  is 
essential  to  construct  a separate,  visually 
compatible  maintenance  building  on  the 
campus.  The  building  is  named  for  long-time 
Avila  employee  Art  Schlumpberger. 

Capital  Improvements 

It  is  projected  that  during  the  Pathways 
campaign,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide 
major  repairs  and  improvements  in  a number 
of  campus  areas. 

Technology 

It  is  essential  to  replace  the  present  administra- 
tive hardware  and  software  system.  A new 
system  is  currently  being  installed  and  outfitted 
to  serve  the  needs  of  admissions,  financial  aid, 
registration  / academic  history,  student  billing, 
degree  audit,  fiscal  reporting,  payroll,  per- 
sonnel, development  / alumni,  and  library 
system. 

ENDOWMENT 

Goal  = $1,600,000  Current  Status  = $1,247,987 


Through  this  campaign,  the  college  will  seek 
to  enlarge  the  endowment  fund,  in  order  to 
generate  ever-increasing  income  to  support  the 
operating  budget.  Specifically,  endowment  funds 
will  be  sought  for  student  financial  assistance  and 
unrestricted  use. 

ACADEMIC  AND  STUDENT  SUPPORT 
PROGRAMS 

Goal  = $600,000  Current  Status  = $554,038 

To  ensure  continued  excellence  of  Avila’s 
strong  academic  and  student  support  programs, 
the  college  must  identify  additional  resources  for 
faculty  and  staff  development,  academic  program 
enhancement,  science  education,  and  community 
outreach. 

STUDENT  FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE  (ANNUALl 
Goal  = $1,000,000  Current  Status  = $584,782 

Substantial  financial  assistance  is  required  to 
meet  the  needs  of  both  traditional-age  and 
nontraditional-age  students  wishing  to  attend  Avila 
College.  Funds  for  annual  scholarships  and  grants 
are  critical  for  academic  scholarships,  performance 
grants,  and  need-based  grants.  This  is  a major 
emphasis  for  the  Alumni  Campaign  component. 

ANNUAL  FUND 

Goal  = $2,200,000  Current  Status  = $1,791,188 

Avila  College  must  rely  on  the  generous 
annual  support  of  its  alumni  and  friends  to 
undergird  the  financial  structure  of  the  institution 
and  allow  the  college  to  operate  on  a balanced 
budget  of  approximately  $12  million.  These  gifts 
must  be  increased  as  a part  of  the  Pathways 
Campaign. 

Total  Campaign  Goal=  $8,000,000 
Current  Status=  $6,825,164 
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The  Alumni  Campaign  — 

During  the  1997  Homecoming  Celebration, 
Avila  announced  the  beginning  of  the  alumni 
portion  of  Pathways:  The  Campaign  for  Avila 
College. 

The  homecoming  event  was  selected  as  the 
kickoff  point  because  it  allowed  campaign 
leadership  the  opportunity  to  reach  the  greatest 
number  of  alumni  who  “took  the  path  back.” 

During  the  ceremony,  Jim  Huber  Jr.  ‘93  ‘95, 
co-chair  of  the  alumni  division,  addressed  the 
audience  and  challenged  them  to  support  Avila 
and  this  exciting  opportunity.  Here  are  some 
excerpts  from  his  speech: 

“Your  Avila  College  education  has  given  you 
a foundation  for  your  career.  Your  successes  are 
made  possible  in  pail  by  your  time  here  at  Avila. 
As  you  travel  down  your  path  in  life , remember 
that  Avila  College  needs  your  support.  Remember 
how  you  were  helped  by  financial  aid,  and  how 
your  gift  will  help  our  students.  Ms  alumni,  we 
share  a common  link  with  the  students  of  today 
— they  are  our  brothers  and  sisters.  And  they 
need  our  financial  support. 

Avila  has  historically  provided  significant 
institutional  scholarship  support  to  its  students. 
This  has  been  made  possible  by  a number  of 
contributors,  friends  and  especially  Avila  College 
Alumni.  Your  support  is  needed  now. 

You r gift  can  stretch  further  than  ever  before. 
Avila  has  been  challenged  by  the  Mabee 
Foundation  and  the  Kresge  Foundation  to  meet 
all  of  the  goals  of  our  campaign.  If  we  do  so,  the 
Mabee  Foundation  will  provide  a $300,000 
grant,  and  the  Kresge  Foundation  will  provide  a 
$500,000  grant.  Ibis  is  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  the  alumni  to  make  our  donations  work 
harder  than  ever  before. 

This  is  also  an  external  testament  to  Avila's 
reputation  nationwide.  Two  well-respected 
foundations  are  investing  in  the  future  of  Avila 
College  with  these  combined  challenge  grants. 
We,  as  alumni  of  Avila  College,  need  to  respond 
to  this  challenge  and  say  'we  believe  in  the  future 
of  Avila  College.  We  will  respond  to  the  challenge 
given  to  the  alumni,  and  we  will  continue  to 
support  the  mission,  values,  and  puiposes  of  Avila 
College. 

Mary  Ellen  Fischer  Clark  ‘73.  Director  of 
Development  and  Alumni  Relations,  also  spoke 
to  the  homecoming  crowd.  Here  are  some 
excerpts  from  her  speech: 

“I'm  so  proud  of  our  alumni  and  their 
accomplishments.  As  Jim  Huber,  Jr.,  said,  we  all 
have  Avila  to  thank,  for  a large  portion  of  our 
numerous  successes  and  friendships. 

I would  like  to  share  with  you  some  of  the 


progress  that  has  been  made  in  your  alumni 
associaiton . We  have  been  making  numerous  key 
contacts  and  meeting  with  alumni  nationwide  to 
establish  our  alumni  chapters.  We're  continuing  and 
expanding  alumni  gatherings  in  cities  across  the 
country.  And  through  this  impressive  network  of  Avila 
alumni,  new  graduates  have  been  able  to  make 
friendly  contacts  on  their  first  day  in  a new  city. 
Truly,  this  is  a powerful  network  of  our  Avila  family. 

Our  successes  in  the  alumni  department  are 
important  for  many  reasons.  In  addition  to 
networking  and  social  opportunities,  our  progress 
allows  us  to  give  back  to  our  college.  We  need  your 
support  now  to  meet  the  alumni  portion  of  our  capital 
campaign  challenge.  We  have  already  received  a 
record  number  of  alumni  pledges,  but  we  still  need 
your  help  to  meet  our  goals! 

I urge  you  to  remember  your  Avila  heritage  by 
becoming  involved  in  the  alumni  association,  by 
continuing  to  take  the  path  back,  for  homecoming  each 
year,  and  by  supporting  Avila  financially  during  our 
Pathways  campaign.  ” 

It’s  Time  To  Help 

The  campaign  now  stands  at  an  exciting,  and  yet 
critical  time.  The  Kresge  Foundation  has  issued  Avila 
College  a $500,000  challenge  grant.  In  order  to 
receive  these  funds,  Avila  must  raise  the  remaining 
funds  to  date  to  meet  its  $8,000,000  goal. 
Through  the  Alumni  challenge,  we  ask  for  your 
support  to  meet  this  challenge.  We  ask  that  you  help 
the  institution  you  once  called  home. 

The  campaign  leadership  board  encourages  all  of 
Avila's  friends  to  support  Pathways:  The  Campaign 
for  Avila  College.  For  information  call  Dr.  James  T. 
Barry  at  (8 1 6)  942-8400,  ext.  2213,  or  e-mail 
BarryJT@mail.Avila.edu.  To  contribute,  send  your 
donations  to:  Advancement  Office,  11901  Wornall 

Road,  Kansas  City,  Missouri  64145. 

In  the  next  issue  of  Accent,  we  will  continue  our 
coverage  of  the  campaign,  and  give  you  a progress 
report  on  the  alumni  challenge! 
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Rob  Brown  ‘84 


Dear  Fellow  Alums: 

As  your  new  alumni  board  president,  I am 
looking  forward  to  the  next  two  years  of 
continuing  the  solid  programs  initiated  under  the 
leadership  of  Karen  Garrison,  and  initiating  new 
alumni  programs.  I want  to  thank  Karen  for  her 
leadership  and  commitment.  I’m  sure  she  will 
continue  to  play  an  active  role  in  our  future 
programs. 

You  can  see  in  review  of  this  issue  that  all 
components  of  Avila’s  $8  million  capital  campaign 
are  well  under  way.  The  Alumni  Division 
component  was  formally  launched  at  our 
Homecoming  in  early  October.  The  focus  of  the 
Alumni  Division’s  efforts  will  center  on  raising 
funds  for  student  financial  assistance. 

While  gifts  to  any  of  the  five  campaign 
components  are  needed  and  welcomed,  your 
alumni  association  board  agreed  with  campaign 
planners  that  many  of  Avila’s  alumni  would  have  a 
special  interest  in  helping  students  who  lacked  the 


Letter  from  the 
Alumni  President 

financial  resources  to  achieve  their  dream  of  a 
private  college  education.  Especially  for  those  of 
us  who  benefited  from  such  grants  and 
scholarships  when  we  attended  Avila  — but  for  all 
alumni  who  support  the  mission  of  the  college  — 
this  challenge  is  one  we  are  proud  to  accept. 

There  are  many  opportunities  for  you  to 
become  involved  or  reunited  with  the  college.  I 
invite  you  to  join  an  alumni  chapter,  volunteer  for 
a committee,  or  attend  an  event.  For  example, 
Avila’s  aMBAssadors,  the  MBA  alumni  chapter 
sponsored  the  first  in  a series  of  Executive 
Seminars  on  March  11,  1998.  The  evening’s 
speakers  were  Mr.  Tom  Olofson,  chairman  of 
Electronic  Processing  Inc.  (recently  profiled  in  the 
Kansas  City  Star),  and  Mr.  Phil  Punswick,  manager 
of  Total  Quality  for  Deere  and  Company. 

Watch  for  increased  communication  from  us  and 
news  of  exciting  alumni  activities  to  come. 

Sincerely, 

Rob  Brown  ‘84 


Campus  Community  Mourns  Loss  of  Student 

Ray  Nastase  dies  in  auto  accident 


An  Avila  College  student  was  a passenger  in  a 
car  crash  Saturday  night,  February  28th,  1998.  The 
student,  Ray  Nastase,  died  in  the  accident. 

“We  deeply  mourn  the  loss  of  Ray  Nastase. 
This  is  an  unfortunate  tragedy,”  says  Dr.  Larry 
Kramer,  Avila  College  President.  “We  are  doing 
everything  in  our  power  to  provide  counseling  and 
support  for  those  students  on  campus  whose  lives 
have  been  touched  by  Ray.” 


Nastase  was  a junior  at  Avila  College.  He  was 
president  of  the  Avila  College  Residence  Hall 
Association,  a three-year  member  of  the  Avila 
College  Men’s  Varsity  Soccer  Team,  and  was 
crowned  as  Avila’s  1997  Homecoming  King. 
Nastase  is  a native  of  Omaha,  Neb. 

Ray  was  the  only  Avila  student  in  the  vehicle. 
The  campus  community  asks  that  you  keep  Ray’s 
friends  and  family  in  your  thoughts  and  prayers. 


5 


I®ake  the  Most 
of  Your  Time 


A DEGREE  COMPLETION  PROGRAM 
THAT  USES  YOUR  EXPERIENCE 
AS  A SPRINGBOARD  TOWARD 
YOUR  DEGREE. 


Make  The  Most  Of  Your  Time 


with  the  Avila  Advantage  adult  degree  completion  program. 


Adult  students  have  a new  advantage  for 
completing  their  degree.  In  June  of  1997,  Avila 
College  launched  an  adult  degree  completion 
program  for  students  with  30  or  more  hours  of 
college  credit. 

The  program  emphasizes  convenience  of 
location,  flexibility  of  start  dates,  and  a tailored 
course  format.  This  program  is  one  of  Avila’s 
advantages  in  a competitive  college  market. 

In  fact,  the  program  is  called  “The  Avila 
Advantage.” 

The  Avila  Advantage  program  offers  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  Business  Administration,  with 
plans  to  expand  degree  offerings  as  the  program 
matures.  Classes  are  offered  in  8-week,  5-week, 
and  weekend  intensive  sessions  that  are  custom 
designed  for  adult  students. 

“One  of  the  many  advantages  our  students 
will  have  with  this  program  is  that  they  will  get 
the  benefit  of  a full-time,  four-year  college  with 
80-plus  years  of  quality  education.  With  an 
emphasis  on  the  convenience  and  flexibility 
provided  by  multiple  entry  points  every  semester, 
students  will  be  able  to  begin  classes  when  it  is 
convenient  for  them,  and  finish  their  degree  in  a 
shorter  amount  of  time,”  says  Norman  Dexter, 
Avila  Advantage  Program  Director. 

“Another  advantage  we  have  is  our  supportive 
faculty  and  staff.  Many  adults  are  hesitant  to 


come  back  to  school  for  their  degree.  We  try  to  take 
the  anxiety  out  of  that  process  by  offering  individual 
attention  and  an  interactive  teaching  style.  Classes  in 
the  Avila  Advantage  program  are  designed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  experiences  each  student  brings  to 
the  classroom.  We  believe  it  is  a very  effective  way  to 
educate,”  says  Dexter. 


If  you  know  someone  who  may  be  interested  in  the 

Avila  Advantage  adult  degree  completion  program, 

contact  Avila  Advantage  at  (816)  942-8400,  ext.  2280. 

• Earn  an  Avila  College  business  degree 

• Only  30  hours  of  transfer  degree  credits  to  enter  the 
program 

• Convenient  5-week  and  8-week  formats 

• Flexibility  to  re-start  your  program  at  any  time  if  you 
can’t  take  classes  during  a traditional  semester 

• Quality  education  from  80  years  of  Avila  tradition 

• Supportive  adult  learning  environment 

• Real-life  application 

• Assistance  through  financial  aid  for  those  who 
qualify 

• Credit  for  life/work  experience 

• Flexibility  of  multiple  start  dates  and  course  formats 

• Personal  attention  from  qualified,  experienced 
faculty  and  academic  advising  staff 
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On-Going  Assessment 

An  Avila  Tradition  of  Improvement 


One  of  the  Avila  College  Purpose  Statements 
says  we  will,  “Strive  for  excellence  through 
responsiveness  to  on-going  assessment,  evaluation, 
and  self-reflection.” 

To  that  end,  Avila  College  commits  to  serving 
the  needs  of  its  students  by  a process  to  discover 
what  those  needs  are,  if  they  are  being  met,  and 
what  the  college  can  do  to  improve.” 


Avila  College  holds  the 
following  as  its  purpose: 

Pursue  academic  excellence  by  providing  an 
educational  experience  rooted  in  the  Catholic 
tradition  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Joseph,  both  of  which  emphasize  collaboration, 
examination  of  social  justice  issues, 
responsiveness  to  needs  of  others,  and  respect 
for  the  worth  and  dignity  of  each  individual. 

Offer  liberal  arts  and  professional  undergraduate 
and  graduate  programs  grounded  in  scholarship 
with  well  defined  educational  outcomes  which 
emphasize  communication  and  thinking  skills, 
knowledge,  and  personal,  social  and  spiritual 
development  of  each  student. 

Strive  for  excellence  through  responsiveness  to 
on-going  assessment,  evaluation,  and  self- 
reflection. 

Promote  student  learning  by  emphasizing 
teaching-learning  strategies  which  actively 
engage  the  student  in  the  learning  process. 

Foster  development  of  the  whole  person  for  life- 
long learning  and  service  to  the  contemporary 
world  through  curricular  and  co-curricular 
programs. 

Serve  a community  of  learners  — primarily  from 
the  midwest  — with  diverse  backgrounds  and 
needs  by  providing  a variety  of  educational 
formats. 

Address  the  broader  educational  needs  of  the 
Kansas  City  area  by  exploring,  initiating,  and 
supporting  partnerships  within  the  community. 


Through  a wide-spread,  participatory  process,  Avila 
relies  on  an  assessment  plan  that  is  integrally  linked  to 
the  mission  and  values  of  the  college.  Everyone  in  the 
Avila  community  participates  to  a certain  degree 
through  committee  work,  program  assessment,  decision 
making,  collection  of  assessment  data,  and  the 
communication  of  results. 

Each  course  in  the  Avila  curriculum  is  directly 
linked  to  Intended  Learning  Outcomes  — a series  of 
goals  established  to  determine  what  an  Avila  graduate 
should  know,  achieve,  and  be  (See  Accent  on  Avila , 
Fall  1997).  Strategies  associated  with  the  assessment 
plan  measure  student  academic  achievement  with 
respect  to  the  desired  outcomes,  and  this  assessment 
information  guides  the  revision  of  teaching/learning 
strategies,  curriculum,  and  even  the  expected 
outcomes. 

Through  this  process  of  evaluation,  Avila  can  be 
proud  of  achievements  — and  at  the  same  time,  take  a 
critical  look  and  commit  to  improvement. 

Avila  students  agree.  Kelly  Morris  is  a sophomore 
Radiologic  Science  student.  She  has  been  challenged 
by  her  coursework,  and  finds  that  it  isn't  always  the 
same  from  year  to  year. 

“I  worked  hard  in  my  philosophy  class  last 
semester.  At  the  end  of  the  course,  we  got  to  evaluate 
the  class.  This  year,  one  of  my  good  friends  has  the 
course,  and  we  were  talking  about  her  assignments  — I 
couldn’t  believe  it!  Some  of  our  suggestions  were 
taken  into  consideration  for  improvements  to  the  class. 
I’m  glad  Avila  listened,”  says  Morris. 

Avila  recently  took  part  in  an  assessment  by  the 
Commission  on  Institutes  of  the  North  Central 
Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools,  Avila’s  accrediting 
body  since  1946.  This  gives  Avila  a chance  to  explore 
external  criteria,  in  addition  to  its  already  rigorous 
internal  assessment. 

Through  this  assessment,  Avila  is  given  a chance  to 
be  reviewed  by  academic  colleagues  from  the  North 
Central  region.  North  Central  hopes  to  give  institutions 
an  opportunity  to  take  into  account  factors  they  might 
not  have  previously  considered.  However,  assessment 
is  not  a new  practice  for  Avila. 

“I  think  it’s  very  impressive  that  Avila  embraced 
institutional  assessment  long  before  many  other 
colleges,  and  also  before  it  was  mandated  by  North 
Central,”  says  Dr.  Esther  Mills,  Assistant  Dean  for 
Academic  Affairs.  “It  shows  a serious  and  significant 
commitment  to  excellence  by  Avila’s  leaders.” 
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Homecoming  1997 


Honored  at  Homecoming  were  (From  Left)  Thomas  Gordon,  Honorary 
Alumnus  Award:  Pat  Bartbolome  69,  Alumni  Service  Award;  Sr.  Rosemary’ 
Flanigan  '47.  Outstanding  Alumni  of  the  Year;  Sandra  Winch  82.  Lifetime 
Board  Member;  Marybeth  Malsie  Swartz  '47,  Outstanding  Alumni  of  the  Year; 
Karen  Saar  Garrison  '87,  Board  President;  and  Jose  Gonzalez  ‘78,  Alumni 
A ch  ievemer  it  Au  >a  rd. 


They  found  the  path  that 
took  them  back  to  Avila 
College.  They  had  a good  time. 

They  wore  purple.  They  were 
happy. 

Reunion  class  planning 
committees  had  been  meeting 
for  months  to  plan  their 
reunions.  Biographies  were 
sent  in  from  classmates  for 
memory  books  that  contained 
pictures  of  gatherings  from  over 
50  years  ago,  graduation  day 
and  reunions  since  graduation. 

Weekend  activities  included 
class  parties,  a trip  back  to  St. 

Teresa’s  campus  with  Mass  and 
brunch,  a reunion  reception  in 
the  Alumni  Lounge,  dinner 
theater,  the  celebration  of  the 
Mass  and  the  Alumni 
Recognition  ceremony.  It 

certainly  was  a great  time  to  come  home. 

The  1997  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame  class  was 
inducted  during  a breakfast  attended  by  honorees, 
their  families,  and  current  Avila  athletes.  Inducted 
in  the  ceremony  was  Sr.  Ann  Dominic  Tassone, 
CSJ,  Professor  of  Mathematics,  and  the  1977  Men's 
Soccer  Team  (see  names  at  right ). 

During  the  1997  Alumni  Recognition 
ceremony,  Avila  President,  Dr.  Larry  Kramer, 
Alumni  Director,  Mary7  Ellen  Fischer  Clark  73,  and 
Alumni  Board  President,  Karen  Saar  Garrison  '87, 
inducted  eight  new  members  as  Alumni  of  the 
Year.  The  Outstanding  Alumni  of  the  Year  Award 
went  to  Sister  Rosemary  Flanigan,  CSJ  '47,  and 
Marybeth  Malsie  Swartz  ‘47.  The  Alumni 
Achievement  Award  was  given  to  Jose  Gonzalez 


'78.  Part  Bartholome  ‘69  was  given  the  Alumni  Service 
Award,  and  Mike  McCallow  '88,  won  the  Recent 
Alumni  Award.  Thomas  F.  Gordon,  member  of  the 
Avila  College  Board  of  Trustees,  was  given  the 
Honorary  Alumnus  Award  for  his  continuing  years  of 
service  to  Avila  College.  And  Sandra  Winch  '82  and 
Karen  Saar  Garrison  ‘87  were  recognized  as  Lifetime 
Alumni  Board  Members. 

On  the  student  front,  Homecoming  Queen  Therese 
Cox  was  crowned  at  the  dance  Saturday  night,  as  was 
the  Homecoming  King,  junior  Ray  Nastase. 

If  you've  come  back  for  homecoming,  you  know 
how  exciting  it  can  be.  If  you  haven't  been  back  for  a 
while,  or  your  class  reunion  is  coming  up.  mark 
October  2-4,  1998,  on  your  calendar.  Find  the  path  to 
bring  you  back! 


Dining  the  courtyard  carnival,  senior  Ian  Valentine 
finds  himself  upside-down  on  the  "wall  of  velcro.  ” 


The  1977  Men’s  Soccer  Team 
Head  Coach  Pete  Tumminia 


Mike  Baechle 

Nick  Laposha 

Wally  Betz 

Jim  McBride 

Bob  Brock 

Mark  Meixner 

Nick  Clapp 

Colin  Novack 

Tom  Crook 

Mark  Odenwald 

Dan  Daily 

Dave  Potter 

Eric  Entzeroth 

Larry  Schrick 

Mark  Gebauer 

Spencer  Spriesterbach 

Doug  Helfrich 

+Bill  Swip 

Jim  Kelly 

John  Turek 
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“FOREteenth”  Annual 
Avila  College  Golf  Classic 


Winning  it  all  were  (from  left)  Chris  Sirridge, 
O.W.  Hutton , Maurice  Ryan,  and  Steve  Sirridge. 


First  in  the  First  Flight  were  (from  left)  Leo 
Kenney,  Steve  Mars,  Randy  Herr,  and  Les  Hinman. 


Great  weather,  a great  course,  and  a great  cause 
combined  for  the  “FORF-teenth"  Annual  Avila  College 
Golf  Classic  at  Loch  Lloyd  Country  Club. 

And,  it  was  a record  setting  event  — though  the 
players  didn’t  set  any  new  course  records.  They  did, 
however,  post  a record  number  of  registrants  at  142. 
Our  alumni  also  came  out  in  record  support,  fielding 
over  40  percent  of  the  teams. 

The  tournament  is  an  annual  benefit  for  the 
Alumni  Endowed  Student  Scholarship  Fund,  and  this 
year  raised  more  than  $25,000  toward  scholarships  for 
children  of  Avila  College  alumni. 

Thanks  to  all  of  our  sponsors,  volunteers,  alumni 
board  member  volunteers,  students,  and  participants 
who  helped  make  this  our  biggest  golf  event  ever! 
We  are  looking  for  new  sponsors  to  help  make  our 
15th  year  a real  celebration.  Details  of  the  1998 
Fifteenth  Annual  Avila  College  Golf  Classic  will  be  in 
the  next  isse  of  Accent. 


Longest  Drive  Contest  Winners 

Monica  Jones 
Tom  Fischer 
Larry  Pagel 
Jay  Rick 

Sponsors  each  of  our  14  years 

Dickinson  Theaters 
Faultless  Linen 
Mercantile  Bank 
Woodward  & Co. 

Saint  Joseph  Flealth  Center 
Blue  Springs  Ford 
Rich  Ellison  Stadium  Honda 
Dorothy  Whitfield 


Winning  the  Second  Flight  were  (from  Left)  JJ. 
Lanning,  Larry>  Kramer,  Avila  College  President, 
Mike  Abell,  and  Terry  Merrigan. 
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1997  Heritage  Club 
Celebration 


Stopping  for  a photo  at  the  Goppert  Reception  were: 
(from  left)  Tom  Goppert,  Richard  Goppert , Dr.  Larry 
Kramer,  Avila  College  President,  Carolyn  Kellogg,  and 
Charles  Kellogg. 

This  year’s  Heritage  Day  celebration  was  held 
on  Friday,  October  3,  1997.  More  than  60  members 
and  their  guests  attended  Mass  and  the  luncheon. 
Following  the  luncheon  was  a reception  honoring 
Rose  Sarli  Teicher  and  the  Goppert  Foundation  — 
two  long-time  friends  who  continue  to  support  the 
mission,  values,  and  purposes  of  Avila  College. 

The  Avila  College  Heritage  Club  was 
established  in  1988  to  recognize  individuals  who 
have  made  provisions  for  the  college  in  their  estate 
plans.  Such  provisions  may  include  bequests, 
trusts,  life  insurance  policies,  a pooled  income  fund 
and  annuities. 

Membership  also  includes  donors  who  have 


Celebrating  Heritage  Day  were:  (from  left)  Rose 
Sarli  Teicher,  G.  Richard  Scott,  Mary  Agnes  Thornhill, 
Beverly  Cotton  ‘75,  and  Betty  Stanton. 


made  a major  commitment  to  the  endowment 
growth  of  the  college.  Individuals,  corporations 
and  foundations  who  have  funded  named 
scholarships  are  included  on  the  Heritage  Club 
Roll  of  Honor. 

Avila  Heritage  Club  members  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  future  Avila  students 
will  benefit  from  their  planned  gifts  to  Avila 
College.  Prayers  are  said  daily  for  Heritage  Club 
members  in  the  Avila  College  Orscheln  Memorial 
Chapel. 

For  more  information  or  to  become  a member 
of  the  Avila  College  Heritage  Club,  contact  G. 
Richard  Scott,  (816)  942-8400,  ext.  2327. 


Student  Receives 
CBS  Scholarship 

Avila  communication  major,  Ryan  Glasgow, 
was  one  of  just  38  students  chosen  nationwide  to 
receive  the  CBS  Foundation  Scholarship  for  the 
1997-98  Academic  Year. 

The  CBS  Scholarship  Program  was  developed 
to  recognize  and  assist  minority  students 
interested  in  preparing  for  careers  in  broadcast 
communications. 
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Lights, 

Camera, 

Auction! 


The  22nd  Annual  Avila  College  Steer  Dinner  and  Auction 


Coming  soon  to  a theater.  . . er,  The  Ritz 
Carlton  Hotel  Ballroom  near  you,  it’s  Lights, 
Camera,  Auction!  The  22nd  Annual  Steer  Dinner 
and  Auction.  On  March  14,  1998,  Cowtown 
made  a visit  to  Hollywood  for  an  explosion  of 
film,  fun,  and  fundraising. 

The  figures  for  the  1998  Steer  Dinner  and 
Auction  were  not  available  at  the  time  of 
publication,  but  stay  tuned  in  the  next  issue  of 
Accent  to  “see  the  stars”  and  read  a re-cap  of 
Avila’s  yearly  fundraising  extravaganza.  You’ll 


want  to  find  out  about  some  of  the  key  auction 
items  in  1998,  like  the  Jim  Hamil  original 
painting. 

If  you  would  like  to  be  involved  in  the 
planning  process  or  volunteer  for  the  1999 
Annual  Avila  College  Steer  Dinner  and  Auction, 
please  contact  Mary  Ellen  Fischer  Clark  ‘73, 
Director  of  Development  and  Alumni  Relations  at 
(816)  942-8400,  ext.  2200,  or  e-mail 

Alumni@mail.Avila.edu 
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Sr.  Mary  McGlone 

Sharing  Faith  Across 
the  Hemisphere 

Sr.  Mary  McGlone’s  Book 
Explores  Two  Worlds 

A new  book  by  Sister  Mary  McGlone, 
Sharing  Faith  Across  the  Hemisphere,  sponsored 
by  the  National  Council  of  Catholic  Bishops 
(NCCB),  is  being  hailed  as  a great  resource  for 
Catholics  interested  in  Church  history,  social 
justice,  and  missionary  activity. 

The  book  details  the  relationship  between 
the  Church  in  North  and  South  America  since  the 
15th  century. 

The  book  was  written  for  the  Bishops’ 
Committee  and  Secretariat  for  the  Church  in  Latin 
America  by  Sister  of  St.  Joseph  Mary  McGlone,  a 
former  member  of  the  theology  faculty  at  Avila 
College.  From  1981  to  1987,  she  was  involved 
with  pastoral  work  with  women  and  youth  in 
Peru.  She  has  also  traveled  and  worked 
extensively  in  El  Salvador,  Bolivia,  and 
Guatemala. 

"I  am  veiy  grateful  to  Avila  for  the  support  I 
have  received  in  being  involved  in  this  project. 
It  has  been  a service  to  the  Church  and  has  also 
given  me  the  chance  to  learn  a great  deal,”  says 
Sr.  McGlone. 

The  book  can  be  purchased  for  $19-95  from 
the  United  States  Catholic  Conference  Publishing 
Services  by  calling  1-800-235-8722. 

Sr.  Mary  McGlone  has  since  been  elected  to  a 
position  with  the  Congregational  Leadership  of 
the  C.S.J.’s  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


New  Faculty  at  Avila 

Brian  Buckler,  Assistant  Professor  in  Business. 

B.S.,  M.B.A.,  Southwest  Missouri  State  University; 
Ph.D.,  University  of  Texas  at  Arlington.  Brian 
recently  served  as  assistant  Instructor  in  the 
Department  of  Marketing  at  the  University  of  Texas 
at  Arlington. 

Reulan  Levin,  Assistant  Professor  in  Education. 

B.A.,  Luther  College;  M.A.,  Governors  State 
University  in  Illinois;  Education  Specialist  Degree  in 
Secondary  School  Administration,  University  of 
Missouri,  Columbia;  Ed.D.,  University  of  Kansas. 
Reulan  recently  held  the  position  of  Assistant 
Principal  at  Raytown  South  Middle  School,  and  was 
an  adjunct  faculty  member  at  Avila. 

Ben  Meade,  half-time  Lecturer  and  Manager  of 
the  Production  Studio.  B.S.,  Central  Missouri 
State  University;  M.L.A.,  Baker  University;  Ph.D.  in 
progress,  University  of  Kansas.  Ben  was  an  adjunct 
professor  for  Avila  in  the  Spring  1996  semester,  and 
before  that,  he  has  owned  his  own  business  for  18 
years. 
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A New  Chapter  in  Avila  History 

MBA  Alumni  Chapter  Gets  Things  Started 


A proud  moment  for  Avila  MBA  Alumni  Chapter 
founders,  (from  left)  Dr.  Larry  Kramer,  Avila  President; 
Cheryl  Glidewell  ‘89,  Founding  Member;  Karen  Saar 
Garrison  ‘87,  Alumni  Board  President;  Jeanne  Olofson  ‘92, 
‘94,  Founding  Member;  Tom  Mays  ’90;  Mary  Ellen  Fischer 
Clark  73,  Director  of  Development  and  Alumni  Relations. 

A special  congratulations  is  extended  to  the 
alumni  board  of  1995-97.  Through  months  of 
research,  planning,  and  discussions,  this  board  (under 
the  leadership  of  President  Karen  Garrison  ‘87  and 
Chapter  Development  chairperson  Jeanne  Olofson 
‘92,  ‘94)  wrote  the  guidelines  that  will  direct  the 
development  of  alumni  chapters  for  Avila  College. 
The  goal  in  the  introduction  of  alumni  chapters 
is  to  offer  alumni  the  opportunity  to  connect 
with  alumni  who  have  similar  interests  and 
experiences. 

The  reception  announcing  the  kick-off  of  the  MBA 
alumni  chapter,  The  Avila  aMBAssadors,  was  a 
demonstration  of  these  goals  in  action.  MBA  alumni 
whose  graduation  years  spanned  the  length  of  the 
program  gathered  on  October  17,  1997,  for  a kick-off 
reception  at  Crestwood  Galleries.  Peter  S.  Levi, 
President  of  the  Greater  Kansas  City  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  member  of  the  Avila  College  Board  of 
Trustees,  delivered  the  keynote  address, 
“congratulating  the  MBA  alumni  on  three  positive 
actions:  Choosing  Avila  College  as  their  institution  for 
educational  preparation,  attaining  an  Avila  MBA,  and 
being  a founding  member  of  Avila’s  MBA  alumni 
chapter.” 

“While  standing  at  the  reception  announcing  the 
kick-off  of  Avila’s  first  alumni  chapter,  the  Avila 
aMBAssadors,  your  MBA  alumni  chapter,  I was 
reminded  of  the  greatest  resource  Avila  has,  that  of 
it’s  product,  its  alumni.  Gathered  was  a group  of 


MBA  alumni,  founding  members,  board  officers, 
community  leaders,  and  alumni  interested  in 
networking,”  says  Mary  Ellen  Fischer  Clark  ‘73, 
Director  of  Development  and  Alumni  Relations.  “We 
are  a powerful  group  of  friends.  With  our  combined 
efforts,  we  can  move  mountains,”  Jeanne  Olofson,  ‘92. 

Memberships  to  the  MBA  chapter  association  are 
open,  dues  are  $35  annually,  or  $300  lifetime. 
Membership  benefits  include:  Networking  events, 

reduced  rates  at  MBA  chapter  events,  membership  in 
the  Avila  Alumni  Association,  and  more! 

“I  encourage  you  to  become  involved  in  the  initial 
stage  of  chapter  development  with  this  exciting  group 
of  professionals,”  says  Clark.  “Through  these  alumni 
chapters  you  can  help  Avila  and  help  yourselves 
through  networking.” 

Other  interest  groups  forming  include  alumni 
from  the  Social  Work  program,  African-American 
group,  Nursing  department,  and  St.  Louis  area.  These 
groups  invite  you  to  become  involved  in  the  planning 
stages  of  their  chapters.  Contact  the  alumni  office  for 
more  information  about  the  next  meetings  of  these 
groups,  or  about  forming  your  own  alumni  group. 
You  can  reach  us  by  e-mail  at  Alumni@mail.Avila.edu 
or  by  calling  (816)  942-8400,  ext.  2200. 


MBA  CHAPTER  OF  THE  AVILA 
COLLEGE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

Please  keep  in  touch. 

When  you  move  or  change  jobs, 
give  us  a call. 

ALUMNI  RELATIONS  OFFICE  816-942-8400  X2236 
MBA  OFFICE  816-942-8400  X2321 
Internet:  alumni@mail.Avila.edu 

If  you  are  interested  in  becoming 
involved  in  MBA  alumni  activities, 
please  contact: 

AVILA  COLLEGE  MBA  OFFICE 
11901  WORN  ALL  ROAD 
KANSAS  CITY.  MO  64145 
FAX  816-942-3362 


13 


ALUMNI  NEWS 


Mrs.  J.  R.  Kavanagh  ‘45:  50th  wedding  anniversary 

on  July  1. 

Mrs.  Harold  A.  Hake  ‘47:  50th  wedding  anniversary 
in  October. 

Mrs.  John  F.  Morris  ‘48:  Teacher’s  Aid  at  Parish 

School. 

Miss  Jean  E.  Stephanz  ‘49:  Cheryl  Sutlick  taught 

drama  & speech  at  St.  Teresa’s  Academy  - adopted  a 
boy  from  Russia  & now  have  another  child. 

Mrs.  James  C.  Quigley  ‘56:  Works  in  Administration 
at  Northwest  University. 

Mrs.  Lionel  Aguilar  ‘6l:  “Going  for  a new  job  after  all 
these  years.” 

Miss  Rita  Davison  ‘61:  Going  to  Washington,  DC  next 
month  for  Woman  in  Military  Service  Memorial 
Dedication,  served  in  World  War  II  and  Korea. 

Mrs.  John  M.  Daley  ‘62:  Youngest  son  (Kevin) 

graduated  from  high  school.  Second  Daughter 
(Carolyn)  graduated  from  College.  Oldest  Daughter 
(Ann)  changed  careers  from  sports  writer  to  high 
school  English  Teacher.  Took  a trip  to  Ireland  last 
spring,  saw  Abbey  ruins  from  St.  Kevin’s  area. 

Sr.  Barbara  Moore,  C.S.J.  ‘62:  Selected  to  attend  the 
Midwest  Bio-Ethics  Leadership  conference. 

Ms.  Barbara  Steck  ‘62:  Retired  after  30  years  with 

IBM. 

Ms.  Mary  Morrow-Bax  ‘64:  Received  her  Masters 
from  Johns  Hopkins  University. 

Mrs.  Louise  Beilan  ‘64:  Teaching  in  KC  School 
directing  2 musicals  a year. 

Mrs.  Stephen  E.  Powers  ‘67:  Nancy  is  a Natural 

Family  Planning  Consultant  - started  in  January. 

Mrs.  James  Anderson  ‘69:  Daughter  in  Law  School. 

Mrs.  Kenneth  F.  Keifer,  Jr.  ‘69:  Daughter  just 

married  - Kelly  Keifer  & Michael  Merit  April  12,  1997. 

Miss  Jeanne  Belnap  ‘70:  Still  teaching  at  Hastings 

High  School  Alies  District  and  loving  it  (French  Class). 

Mrs.  Edward  F.  Sander  ‘71:  Spine  Program 

Supervisor  at  Barnes  Jewish  Hospital.  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Mrs.  Dale  Venvertloh  ‘72:  Son  at  Notre  Dame, 

(Freshman),  Son  at  Columbia  University  (Sophomore). 

Mrs.  Paul  DeBacco  ‘73:  Retired. 


Miss  Mary  T.  Kinerk  ‘73:  New  job  at  Employers 
Reinsurance  Corporation. 

Mrs.  Charles  J.  Breitenstein  ‘74:  Owns  “Writers 

Group”  which  does  technical  documentation. 

Mrs.  Gary  Calvin  ‘75:  Graduated  UMKC  Law  in  Dec. 

1996,  practicing  law  in  Kan.  and  Mo. 

Mrs.  Kathleen  Rhoades  ‘75:  Will  be  graduating  a 

senior  (Amy)  from  St.  Thomas  Aquinas  High  School, 
along  with  ‘75  classmates,  Nancy  Rhodes’  son  Eric  in 
May. 

Mrs.  Richard  Mason  ‘77:  Ph.D.  candidate  at  University 
of  Missouri-Columbia. 

Mrs.  Richard  M.  Hall  ‘79:  Starting  a new  business. 

Mrs.  Michael  E.  Gammill  ‘80:  Has  eight  grandchildren. 
Works  for  State  School  for  Mentally  and  Physically 
handicapped. 

Mrs.  Robert  G.  Romano  ‘80:  Joanne  is  going  for 
Doctorate.  She  has  2 Grandsons. 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Sams-Dillon  ‘81:  Completed  the  core 

requirement  for  nursing  information  at  Wichita  State, 
post-Masters. 

Mrs.  Larry  E.  McKinney  ‘81:  Daughter  is  1 1/2  years 
old. 

Mr.  Alan  Reedy  ‘81:  Re-Married  May  10,  1997. 

Mrs.  Marilyn  Stanley  ‘81:  Voted  Alderman  for  the 

Town  of  Auxuasse  in  April  1997. 

Mrs.  Bruce  Cappo  ‘82:  New  job  in  Highlawn 

Montessori  School  as  Director. 

Mr.  James  R.  Wright  ‘84:  Playing  in  Christmas  at  the 
Ritz  at  American  Heartland  Theater  Oct.  - Jan. 

Mr.  Francis  Zizza  ‘84:  Married  on  May  24,  and  lives  in 
Rhode  Island. 

Ms.  Susanna  Velasquez-Logston  ‘85:  Working  in 

television,  currently  on  a music  video  show  called 
“Control  Track”  airing  once  a month.  Might  be  going 
national. 

Mr.  Leonard  Twaroski  ‘85:  Senior  Claims  Rep. 

w/Farmers  Insurance.  Married  to  Sheila  with  two  sons, 
Christopher  TO,  and  Brandon  ‘5.  Is  a new  step-father. 

Mrs.  Joseph  E.  Wells  ‘85:  Daughter  - Kristy  - is  new  at 
Avila  this  year.  Son,  Dan,  is  a senior  at  Fontbonne  in  St. 
Louis. 
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Mrs.  George  Hoerman  ‘86:  Psychotherapist  in  Private 
Practice  in  Independence,  Mo.,  for  eight  years. 

Mrs.  Brett  E.  Harmon  ‘87:  Opened  a restaurant  in 

Garden  City,  Mo.,  “The  Farm  House”. 

Mrs.  Fern  Brown  ‘89:  Re-appointed  State  Advisory 

Council  on  Alcohol  and  Drug  Abuse. 

Mr.  Paul  J.  Buechter  ‘89:  Acting  & Singing  in  Quality 
Hill  Playhouse  here  in  KC. 

Mr.  Dennis  W.  Pittman  ‘89:  Daughter,  Nikki  Pittman- 
Rice,  is  Teaching  8th  grade  at  Raymore-Peculiar 

Mr.  Timothy  G.  Tarwater  ‘89:  Got  married  Sept.  20, 
1997. 

Mr.  James  J.  Vallacqua  ‘90:  Trying  some  different 

awareness  techniques  for  his  business. 

Mr.  Dean  C.  Pare  ‘93:  Past  summer  Dean  Pare  and 

Wendy  Blaeser  was  married  in  ‘94. 

Alumni  Relative  Deaths 

(No  reported  alumni  deaths  at  time  of  publication) 

Mrs.  Jack  Potter  ‘51:  Husband  passed  away  on  Oct.  13- 

Miss  Katherine  V.  McNerney  ‘56:  Patricia  Collins,  her 
cousin,  died.  Both  attended  Avila  at  the  same  time. 
Patricia  majored  in  Nursing  and  Katherine  in  Education. 

Miss  Teresa  J.  House  ‘78:  Teresa’s  mother  died 

9/15/97. 

Alumni  Births 

Mrs.  Richard  Linville  ‘43:  New  grandbaby  - Sara 
Linville  - daughter  of  John  & Connie. 

Mr.  John  R.  Wooldridge  ‘75:  Grandson  born  Feb.  19, 
1997  - 1st  grandchild  “Brenden  Patrick  Hay.” 

Mrs.  William  C.  Leick  ‘79:  Adopted  3rd  Child  Nov.  ‘95, 
“Alecia  Ann.” 

Mrs.  Mark  E.  Riordan  ‘83:  Just  had  their  fourth  Child 
(Jack). 

Dr.  & Mrs.  David  Berberich  ‘84:  Son  born  12/18/96 
(Benjamin  James). 

Mr.  Stanley  J.  Roth  ‘87:  Has  16  month-old  baby  boy, 
Chandler. 

Mrs.  Connie  Slotkin  ‘88:  Daughter  had  her  first 

birthday  on  Sept.  14,  1997. 

Ms.  Donna  J.  VanBooven  ‘88:  Had  a new  daughter. 
Mrs.  Deborah  Welhoff  ‘88:  Have  a son  4 months  old. 


School  Donates  Portion 
of  Land  to  Biology 
Department 

Avila  is  donating  an  approximate  40-meter 
square  of  grassland  to  its  Biology/Ecology 
Department.  According  to  Dr.  Bob  Powell,  Avila 
College  Professor  of  Biology,  the  grasslands  will 
provide  a natural  setting  in  which  students  can 
conduct  studies  into  the  natural  processes  of 
succession  as  it  applies  to  this  area. 

The  grassland  is  located  on  the  Wornall  Road 
side  of  the  campus  near  the  Multipurpose  field. 
The  students  will  break  the  plots  into  two 
comparable  sites  in  which  they  can  compare 
changes  and  growth  patterns. 

One  of  the  areas  will  not  be  mowed  until  the 
1998  fall  season,  and  the  second  area  will  continue 
to  be  mowed  throughout  the  spring  and  will  stop  in 
the  summer  of  1998.  This  will  allow  the  areas  one 
year  difference  in  growth. 

“It’s  going  to  look  ugly  for  a while,  like  a weed 
patch,”  says  Powell,  but  he  noted  that  signs  will  be 
posted  to  alert  people  that  a study  is  going  on. 
This  is  a low-cost  project  and  will  benefit  intro- 
biology  and  ecology  students  over  the  next  several 
semesters,  it  provides  and  opportunity  for  first  year 
students  to  get  hands-on  experience  early,  as  well 
as  learn  techniques  on  gathering  and  analyzing 
data. 

On  April  18,  1998,  the  biology  faculty  attended 
a special  session  of  the  Annual  Missouri  Academy 
of  Science  and  talked  about  how  to  introduce  this 
low-cost,  low-impact  investigative  unit  into  biology 
classes  at  other  colleges  and  universities. 


Correction 

The  last  issue  of  The  Path  incorrectly  reported  a class 
note  about  Dr.  Linda  Lewis.  Dr.  Lewis  won  a woman 
of  the  year  meclal  in  Australia  in  1990,  and  was 
recognized  for  her  work  in  breast  cancer  awareness. 
We  apologize  for  the  error. 
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Letter  from  the  Alumni  Director 


This  is  a time  of 
planning  for  the 
alumni  — with  the 
1997  Homecoming 
Weekend  we  saw 
record  numbers  of 
alumni  return  to  the 
St.  Teresa  campus  at 
5600  Main  and  to  the 
present  Avila  campus 
they  have  adopted  as 
their  own  (119th  and  Wornall).  The  “FORF-teenth” 
Annual  Avila  College  Golf  Classic  netted  significant 
funds  for  our  legacy,  the  scholarship  for  the  children 
of  Avila  alumni.  This  year’s  event  was  particularly 
significant  for  me.  During  the  final  months  of 
preparation,  I was  joined  by  a student  named  Nathan 
— a new  freshman  and  son  of  my  classmate  Priscilla 
Karl  Banfield  ‘73.  It  is  particularly  rewarding  to 
provide  the  same  opportunities  for  future  Avila 
students. 

On  behalf  of  the  alumni  of  Avila  College,  may  I 
extend  our  thanks  to  the  officers  who  have 
volunteered  their  time  and  talents  in  leading  our 
alumni  association  the  past  two  years.  Included  in 
this  group  of  alumni  who  have  embraced  the  values 
of  the  institution  are  President  Karen  Garrison  ‘87, 
First  Vice  President  Rob  Brown  ‘84,  Second  Vice 
President  Judy  Page  ‘85,  and  Secretary  Sandra  Winch 
‘85.  The  progress  made  under  their  leadership  has 
made  a significant  imprint  on  our  future. 

Join  me  in  welcoming  the  newly  elected  slate  of 
officers  for  1997-99  that  include  President  Rob  Brown 
‘84,  First  Vice  President  Judy  Page  ‘85,  Second  Vice 
President  Leslie  Shapiro  ‘91 , and  Secretary  Carol  Jean 
DeFeo  ‘68.  The  strategic  plan  outlined  for  the 


Mary  Ellen  Fischer  Clark 


coming  years  is  an  ambitious  one  that  I am  confident 
will  be  met  with  these  capable  individuals  leading 
our  association. 

Our  goal  for  the  coming  year  focuses  on 
communication.  You  will  see  and  hear  more  from 
us,  and  our  hope  is  that  we  experience  the  same 
from  you. 

As  we  embark  on  our  new  programs,  please 
know  that  your  alumni  office  thanks  you  for  all  you 
do  for  us.  Without  the  countless  volunteer  hours 
you  share,  our  work  could  not  be  complete. 

Thank  you! 


Mary  Ellen  Fischer  Clark  73 

Director  of  Development  and  Alumni  Relations 


Upcoming  Alumni  Events 

September  29 

15th  Annual  Avila  College  Golf  Classic 
October  2-4 
Homecoming  ‘98 
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